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Th e Id ea Proposal for an American

Psychopathological Society

s

%)

2([; m " 7 Z{L Q) tu;.é'l_(ca:«,a Wm Lye /&0;

Sometime around 1900, William James wrote a call for an
“American Psychopathological Society.” The original document in
James’ handwriting 1s undated, except for a reference 1n the text to
statistics of the mentally ill for 1899.
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The Congress of Arts & Science
St. Louis Exposition, 1904
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The Louisiana Purchase Exposition opened in St. Louis on
April 30, 1904. Visitors to the fair experienced the marvels of
new technologies such as telephones and motion pictures, as
well as exotic peoples of distant lands. Hidden away from the
fair-going crowds was something else: the International
Congress of Arts and Science, a series of formal addresses by
leading authorities around the world.

The Journal of Abnormal
Psychology, 1906

On learning that young scholars were having their papers
rejected by conservative journal editors, Morton Prince met the
problem head on. In 1906 he founded The Journal of
Abnormal Psychology, with well-known psychologists,
psychiatrists and neurologists as collaborators. Prince’s
publication became the first official journal of the APPA.

| 1
The

Journal of Abnormal

Psychology

Editor
MORTON PRINCE, M.D.
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Associate Editors
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Tue GorHAM PRrEess

The Proposal

The time was right to propose a new organization. Prince,
along with eleven distinguished co-signers, issued a letter
to gauge interest in establishing an organization devoted to
the study of psychopathology.

458 Beacon Sireat

Boston, Lkasa,

January 4, 1910,

¥y dear Dootor:

Fumerous sugrestions have been made by thone interest«d

in psychopsthology thet a special soclety should be formed in

order that thore interesyed lh the problems of the psyghoneurcses
and abnormal psychology may have an opporiunity to come wogether
to discuss such questions., The wide interest that now exists in
this field of research would seam to make this Aegiradle.

At prement there is no sooiety wilch inoludes any large
proportion of those who have a serious interest in this dbrench of
medionl solence. They inalude: psychiatrists, neurologisis,
ganaral prectitioners, physiologlets and peyeholegists.

Althourh the subjeat of research 1s of great ingorest
and of practiocal importance to practising physicians, there is

5t11l ®so much difference of opinion regarding rany of the funder-

t BOSTON

‘J mental facts and theories, that it £z thought that these should
be thoroughly threshed out by those specially engaged in their

investigation before resulés are laxid before the medicsl profes-

nionk and oshers interesied; otherwise, only confusion will result

Irderradional P S C h Oth e r a e uti C S 1 909 in the minds of those who are waiting to learn the views of in-
GI f Y y p ) vestigators, '
QNQLEES O C@Cﬁtﬁ and Science
, The field of research includes! vhe pevchoneurcses and
Aniversal Exposition, $t. Lonis their psychogenesis, pathology snd therapeutica; hallucinutions,
September 19-25, 1904 Frederick H. Gerrish was a professor of surgery at Bowdoin delusione, imperative ideas, icliria, dizsoolstions, sutomsvisms,

etc., the border-land prablems of medicine and psychelozy,- suoh

Medical College. While serving as president of the American
Therapeutic Society in 1909, he chose at the members’
request the topic “Psychotherapeutics” for their annual
meeting symposium. When published, the proceedings of
this symposium were in such demand that two additional

Programme and List of Speakers

[August 10, 1904

Morton Prince, 1854-1929

. . . . The section on Abnormal Psychology met on September 24, printings had to be released. Clearly, psychopathology was

Morton Prince was a leading force In establishing psychology as 1904. The invited speakers were Pierre Janet of the Collége de hecomi £i ing interest |

. ST . ecoming an area of increasing interest.
a clinical and academic dlSCllene INn the United States. After France and Morton Prince of Tufts Conege Medical School. | 2
earning his medical degree from Harvard in 1879, he traveled to Adolf Meyer served as secretary of the session. e dresas, nypmotisn, mboonsoions phenomena, ove., and other allied
Europe where he studied under Charcot and Bernheim. Back In — |
Boston, Prince switched his practice from general medicine to Psychotherapeutics i ges et hesom e sl i
neurology and psychology, as well as teaching at Harvard and aarly reply addressed tot
later Tufts University. DEPARTMENT 15—Porcholory Continued S p— T S Racon e,

Section d. Abnormal Psychology. (Hall 6, September 24, 3 p. m.) JAMES'J. e ' omuon, Hasa:
- . . . . Chairman: Professor Moses ALLEN STARR, . . Columbia University. oy AKX will be appreciated.
_Prince drew around him important scholars in the burgeoning Speokers; Dr Puwus Ja, - Collge de Trance, Pain B e R Yours cruly,
field of psychopathology: William James, James Jackson Soemenys By ARRTEORE, e Ykt Cly: et JoaEs et P
Putnam, G. Stanley Hall, and Hugo Munsterberg, to name just a TN & NILLIANG S Reuger donk
few. He hosted monthly meetings of an informal multi-disci- MORTON PRINCE 53:?285513:{33;“
I I I I . . . B::e:t Jon:a

plinary group of friends and colleagues at his home to discuss Janet’s address was titled “Mental Pathology,” while Prince’s Jora 5. Borgey.

common areas of interest. Problems in psychology, biology,
sociology and psychiatry were approached from different angles,
and seriousness was tempered by wit.

was called “Some of the Present Problems of Abnormal
Psychology.” Both addresses were later published in The
Psychological Review.

RICHARD G. BADGER
The Gocbam Press Within four months, the American Psychopathological

BOSTON . ]
Assoclation was formed.
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On May 2, 1910, the American Psychopathological
Association was organized at the Willard Hotel in
Washington, D.C. Both the American Neurological
Association and the American Medico-Psychological
Association (now the APA) were holding annual

meetings at the Willard, which made it easy for interested

participants to attend.

A notice was mailed out a few weeks before the

meeting by George A. Waterman; he slightly botched the

name of the new association of which he became
secretary.

395 Marlborough Street
.Boston, Mass.
April 15, 1910,

| My dear Doctor;- _

The first meeting of the American Bociety of Psysho~
therapy is to Be held at Washington, D. C., May 2nd., at 10.30
A.M. '

Pdpers are to be given ¥s follows: brcam-, Dr.
Morton Priﬁoo; The Sex Symbolism of Dreams, Personal Obssrva-
tions, Dr. James J. Putnam; The Aetion of Buggestion in Psycho=
therapeutics, Dr. Ernest Jones; Anxiety Neuroses, Dr. A.A.Brill;
Dreams as the Cause of Phjsioal Bymptoms, Dr. G. A. Waterman.

Notice will be sent you later designating the room
where the meeting will be held.

8incersely,

-Ge Ae Watermans,

[P W W
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The Members

No roster exists giving the names of members who
attended the first meeting. The earliest surviving
membership list is from 1911, showing the original
members plus five newly elected members. It appears
there were 42 founding members.

LIST OF HFuBERSIIP
in tho
AMERICAN PSYCHOPATHOTOGICAYL ASSNCIATION.

Z&»-M ZL}

active members,

N
Allen,alfred Reginald,li.D.,2013,Spruce Stroet, Philadelphia, Pa.
t§§ Barre%t,Albert 1f, ,MeD. ,8tate Peychopathic Hospital,inn Arbor,lilch.
Blies,l. 4, ,id. D JHumboldt building, St.vouis,lics
N Brdll, i il 0D, ,97,Contrel Pork-iest,New York City,il.Y.
Durr,Charles i.,i.D.,1918,8pruce Street, thiludelphis, fu,

§§ Camp,Corl D.,#.0D.,927,Cornwall lace,..nn ‘rbor,iich.

N Campbell,C.iuofie il D, ,rayochiatric Institute,Vard's Island,li.¥.

¢ Cluark, n.?ierce,il.D.,84,788t 56th,.5trest, Hew York City,l.Y,
¢ Corist,I.d.,il.D. 440, Hewbuwry street,Bboston,iiass.
Courtney, d.ivs ,ide Ve , 436, J0r1horoush Stroat,Boston, luss.
Cowles, “dward,id.D.,419,B80ylston Street,Boston,Luss.
Dana,Chzrles T, ,M.D.,53,Vieat 63rd.Street,liew York City,..Y.
donley, John &.,X.D,,228,3roadvuy,rovidonco,R. I.
Parrer,Clarence B.,i.D, ,Shepard and EFnoch Prott Hospitel,Towson,ld,
Franz,hephord Ivory,&.ﬁ.,Governmont ilospitul Lor the iInsune,Viashington,D
Graves,illian ¥, ,}%.D. ,Metropolitan Building,St.Touis,lo.
familton, ‘athur,id.D. ,513, P4llebury Luilding,kinnespolis,idinn,
ilealy,%11liun, . D, ,4038,Clarendon Avenue,Chioago, I11.
lioch,august ll, D. ,verd's Island .Y,
Amt, J.Remsay, . De , 112 ,Woat 55%h, Street,low York City,l.Y.
Jelliffe,Smith Ty, H.Da , 64,500t 56th.Strect,low York City NiY.
Jones, “rneat ,i1.D, ,407,3rumswick ivenue, Toronto,Canadu.

.,?;g 2V Verirs Aﬁ

NN
’\ }QLﬁzon-Eﬂlenﬁogen,E. Ec ,}i. DQ ’
Kirby,G.H.%M.D.,Ward's Igland N.Y.
Heyer,idolf H.D,,1012,North Calvert Street,Baltimoro,lld.

§§§ ltinsterverg, Hugo,il. D. ,Imerson Hall,Canbridge,liass,

) Nevhaug,Goorge E.,l1,D,.,685,mpire Duilding, Denver,Colorcdo.
onuf, B, M.D.,883, Irvine Stroet,iow York cify, u.Y.
Peterson,Froderick, i, D.,20,eet 50%h.Ctreet,llow York City,l.Y.
Prince,¥orton,i. D, , 458 Beacdor streot ,Doston,usa,

éﬁs Pulnam, Jameg u.,M.ﬁ..lés Marlborough Street,Boeton,lizss.

Ricksher,Charles,id.D.,149,Fast 67th.Street,illew York City,i.Y.

c£§ 5idie,Borie,ll. D, ,386 Gormonweslth Avenue,Bogton, lass,
Southard , 578, oide Do ,210 Tongwood Avenue,sogton,’iasa,
Taylor,E&wurd W.,ﬁ.D.,iﬁ? tlarlborough Street,3oston,liss.
Thomas J.J.,M.D.,88,Bay State Roed,Boston,inss,
Van Vert,Roy Me,H.D.,1284,Bayonne Stroeet,low Orleans,la.
Viatermon,Goorge A.,M.D.,395,Marlborough Street,Boaton,iiass,
Yolls ,P.Lyman, {.Da Peychictric Institute,iurd’s Islund,H.Y,
Vhite,¥illium Al ,3.D.,Covernmont Hoapitui for Insuzne,/.shington,D.C.
Williems,Tom A.,N.D.,1758 X streot,’cehington,d.c.

Yiitmer,Lightner,Ph.D.,2426,8pruce Stroet,thilaedelphia,lu.

Honorory ilembers.
Preud ,Sigmumd, Professor Dr.,Vienna, ustria.

Janet,Fierre,rrofessor v,.,rurig, Frunce,
:ﬁ% Roed,m T D. p)01inoinnat1,0ni0. — % /‘f// ,
R M. M. D, Lambridge 9 \
Yerkos,Robort M., xR 4

urrow, Tri S M, Da
ki D Smada

Homil Chicago Thire S i Tt A~

The proceedings of the meeting were published in
the June-July 1910 issue of The Journal of
Abnormal Psychology, which was designated the
official journal of the APPA.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHO-
PATHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

THE first annual meeting of the American Psychopathological Associa-
tion was held at the New Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C., May 2, 1910,
at 10.30 A.m., with Dr. Morton Prince in the chair as president pro tem. At
this meeting the association was formally organized.

Dr. Prince was elected president for the ensuing year, and Dr. G. A.
Waterman was elected secretary and treasurer.

It was decided to leave the drawing up of a constitution and by-laws to
an executive committee consisting of five members and that this body, with
the president and secretary, should act as a temporary committee on elec-
tions to membership for the ensuing year, and should also decide upon the
time and place of the next meeting.  Dr. A. R. Allen (Philadelphia), Dr. J. J.
Putnam (Boston), Dr. Adolf Meyer (Baltimore), Dr. August Hoch (New
York), and Dr. Ernest Jones (Toronto), were elected as members of this
committee.

It was decided that the official name of the society should be the Ameri-
can Psychopathological Association, and that THE JOURNAL OF ABNORMAL
PsycHoLoGy should be made its official organ.

The following papers were then presented to the association: (1) The
Sex Symbolism in Dreams, Dr. J. J. Putnam; (2) The Action of Suggestion
in Therapeutics, Dr. Ernest Jones; (3) The Anxiety Neuroses, Dr. A. A.
Brill; (4) Dreams as a Cause of Symptoms, Dr. G. A. Waterman; (5)
Mechanism of Dreams, Dr. Morton Prince.

Owing to the similarity of the subject matter of the papers presented it
was deemed advisable to discuss them collectively after all had been read.
For this same reason the publication of the discussion relative to the paper by
Dr. A. A. Brill which appears in the present number of THe Jour~ar will

be postponed until after the publication of the other papers.

The Constitution

A committee to write a constitution was appointed at
the first meeting, but a constitution was not adopted
until the annual meeting in New York in 1915.
Although amended several times over the years, the
spirit of the document remains the same.

CONSTITUTION
of

@he American Psychopathological Assoriation

ARTICLE 1.
THE NAME

This Association shall bear the name The American Psycho-
pathological Association.

ARTICLE II.
OBgjECT

The object of this Association shall be to promote the study of
the scientific problems of abnormal psychology, which will include:
the study of phenomena arising from abnormal mental processes; the
study of such organic pathological conditions as are directly connected
with abnormal mental processes; and the study of means which may
remove or modify the social or individual factors operating in the
production of mental diseases. The Association shall also encourage
the study of the relationship between psychopathological and social
or cultural problems.

ARTICLE III.
THE OFFiciaAL ORGAN

The official organ of the Association shall be The Journal of
Abnormal Psychology.

ARTICLE IV.
MEMBERSHIP (See Amendment No. 1)

Membership in the Association shall be active, associate, and
honorary. Active membership shall be limited to one hundred in the
United States and Canada and may include psychologists, psychia-
trists, and those engaged in the study of psychological or psychiatric
neurological problems. Any active member of fifteen years’ standing
may upon request be made an associate member. Honorary member-
ship shall be limited to twenty-five. Only active members shall have
a vote or be eligible to any office in the Association.

A two-thirds majority of those present at an annual meeting shall
be necessary for election to active membership. A four-fifths majority
of those present at an annual meeting shall be necessary for election
to honorary membership. Associate and honorary members pay no
dues and are not obliged to attend the meetings. Candidates for
active and honorary membership shall be proposed in writing to the
Council.

ARTICLE V.
OFFICERS

The officers of the Association shall be a President, two Vice-
presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, whose duties shall be those
usually fulfilled by such officers. There shall also be two Councillors,
The above seven officers shall constitute the Council of the Associa-
tion, and shall be elected annually. The out-going President shall
become one of the Councillors in the year succeeding the administra-
tion. The Council shall meet at least once not later than six weeks
before the annual meeting, when the time and place for annual
meeting shall be decided and all arrangements as to scientific program,
business of the Association, and annual dues shall be determined.
The Association may, at the annual meeting, alter or reverse any
action of the Council by a majority of two-thirds of those present.

ARTICLE VI.
Quorum

One fourth of the total active membership shall constitute a
quorum at an annual meeting.

ARTICLE VII.
ELEcTION TOo M EMBERSHIP

Candidates for active membership must be proposed in writing by
two active members. No member of the Council may propose a
candidate. A statement of qualifications and a list of published work
of a candidate shall be presented to the Council prior to the con-
sideration of the candidate by the Council. Only those candidates
recommended by a majority of the Council shall be eligible to elec-
tion to membership. In all cases the vote of the Council on a candi-
date shall be stated to the Association before he be voted on for

membership.
ARTICLE VIII.
FORFEITURE OF M EMBERSHIP

Any active member failing to attend three successive annual
meetings or failing to pay annual dues for three years in succession
without written excuse acceptable to the Council, shall ipso facto
cease to be a member of the Association.

On recommendation of the Council and a two-thirds vote of those
present at an annual meeting, membership may be terminated for good
and sufficient cause. Notification of such proposed expulsion must be
sent to each active member of the Association at least five weeks
before the annual meeting.

ARTICLE IX.
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

Any proposed amendment to the Constitution must be submitted
in writing to the Council, signed by five active members, at least eight

weeks before the annual meeting. The Council shall then give noti-
fication to each active member of the proposed amendment which
shall then be acted upon at the following annual meeting; a two-
thirds majority of those present shall be necessary to carry an amend-
ment.

Submitted to the American Psychopathological Association, May
5th, 1915.

(Signed) ALFRED REGINALD ALLEN, President

WM. A. WHITE
JAMES ]J. PUTNAM

L. E. EMERSON

JOHN T. MacCURDY
L. PIERCE CLARK

C. MACFIE CAMPBELL

AWA

The Legacy

In 1945, Samuel W. Hamilton wrote:

The genius of this Association has been to give
opportunity for small groups of earnest men to talk
things over freely. In the early days of the Associa-
tion outstanding figures in various fields were
brought in, men with a tremendous enthusiasm for
their work, and those who were young members at
the time say It was an inspiration to come and hear.
So we must continue to do.

And in his 1970 presidential address, Fritz A. Freyhan
said:

| wonder whether historians of American psychiatry
have recognized the immensely important role which
this association has played. Because the founders
were brilliant men who made scientific distinction a
requirement for membership, the association spear-
headed new thoughts, unfolded the broader context
of behavioral science, and served as a catalyst
between the analytical, biological and psychosocial
approaches to psychopathology.
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