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On learning that young scholars were having their papers The time was right to propose a new organization. Prince,
rejected by conservative journal editors, Morton Prince met the along with eleven distinguished-stgners, issued a letter
problem head on. In 1906 he foundéte Journal of to gauge interest in establishing an organization devoted to
Abnormal Psychologywith well-known psychologists, the study of psychopathology.

psychiatrists and neurologi sts as coll aborator s. Princeos

publication became the first official journal of the APPA.

A4

458 Beacon Sireat

Boston, Lkasa,
January 4, 1910,
¥y dear Dootor:

¥umerous suggestions have been made by cthonse interested

in psychopsthology thet a special soclety should be formed in

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition opened in St. Louis on order thet thess interested u the problems of the peyohoneuronen
April 30, 1904. Visitors to the fair experienced the marvels of A S
neW teChnOIOgleS SUCh aS telephones and mOtlon pICtureS1 aS this field of research would seam to make this degiradle.

well as exotic peoples of distant lands. Hidden away from the At prosent there 1s no scoiety wiich inoludes any large
fair-going crowds was something else: the Internationa T e v
Congress of Arts and Science, a series of formal addresses by gansral preotitionars, physiologiats and pryetiologists.
Ieadlng aUthOrItIeS around the WOI’|d Althourh the subjeat of researoch 1s of great inueorest

and of practiocal importance to practising physicians, there is
5t11l ®so much difference of opinion regarding rany of the funder-
mental facts and theories, that it £z thought that these should
be t.hornug;hly-threlhed out by those specially enxagsd in their

investigation before resulés are laxid before the medicsl profes-

nionk and oshers interesied; otherwise, only confusion will result

PsyC h Oth e rape uti CS : 1 909 11:”::;!:1::‘:? of those who are »mitigg to learn the views of in-

The field of research includes: ithe psvchensurosas and

thelir psychogenesis, pnihology end therapeutics; lhwllucinnvions,

Frederick H. Gerrish was a professor of surgery at Bowdoin diiatmny; fageraiive Cdwmn, Silirin, Eenslvsions, missuaiiou,
Medical College. While serving as president of the American iy e RarierrIend previens of i eyt me
Therapeuti ¢ Soci ety I n 19009 he chose at the member so
request the topic APsychothegrapeuticso for their annual
meeting symposium. When published, the proceedings of
this symposium were in such demand that two additional

Morton Prince, 1854-1929

. . . - The section on Abnormal Psychology met on September 24, printings had to be released. Clearly, psychopathology was
a clinical and academic dlSCllene INn the United States. After France and Morton Prince of Tufts C0||ege Medical School.

earning his medical degree from Harvard in 1879, he traveled 10|  Adolf Meyer served as secretary of the session.
Europe where he studied under Charcot and Bernheim. Back in
Boston, Prince switched his practice from general medicine to
neurology and psychology, as well as teaching at Harvard and
later Tufts University.

Prince drew around him important scholars in the burgeoning
field of psychopathology: William James, James Jackson
Putnam, G. Stanley Hall, and Hugo MUnsterberg, to name just
few. He hosted monthly meetings of an informal rnadisict
plinary group of friends and colleagues at his home to discuss

. . . Janet 0s address was titled nMent al Pat hol ogy, o whille Princglos
commonareasoflnt_erest.Problemsmpsychology,blology, was called nSome of the Presg@nt Probllems of Abnor mal
sociology and psychiatry were approached from different angle Psychol ogy. o Both addrTeesses ere latelr published in

and seriousness was tempered by wit. . :
P Y Psychological Review.

Within four months, the American Psychopathological
Association was formed.
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