
Sometime around 1900, William James wrote a call for an 

ñAmerican Psychopathological Society.ò The original document in 

Jamesô handwriting is undated, except for a reference in the text to 

statistics of the mentally ill for 1899. 
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The Idea

William James, 1842-1910

James recognized that in the preceding 20 years a great gap had 

arisen between normal psychology and the so-called morbid 

sciences, which dealt exclusively with full-blown insanity. 

What was needed now, James said, was an intermediate 

psychology to deal with the borderline regions of personality. 

Recent research into functional disturbances had thrown 

unexpected light on the constitution of our nature.  James 

wrote: 

ñSo far, the laborers in this field have been isolated     

psychologists, medical men, anthropologists, or psychical 

researchers. The time seems now to demand a more concerted 

organization. To this end we propose to found an American 

Psychopathological Societyfor the encouragement of research 

into the minor mental anomalies, and for the publication of 

results.ò


