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Th e Id ea Proposal for an American

Psychopathological Society

Sometime around 1900, William James wrote a call for an
AAmeri can Psychopathological | Soci et v a6 The oriainal daocume
JamesO0O handwriting I s undated, ex " t
statistics of the mentally ill for 1899.
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William James, 1842-1910

James recognized that in the preceding 20 years a great gap hac
arisen between normal psychology and theated morbid
sciences, which dealt exclusively with fallown insanity.

What was needed now, James said, was an intermediate
psychology to deal with the borderline regions of personality.
Recent research into functional disturbances had thrown

unexpected light on the constitution of our nature. James B | b I |Og rap hy

wrote:
Tayl or, Eugene: NWho Foundedc
Psychopat hol og iCanmrehedsises oc i at
nSo far, the | aborers I n thi fi1leld have been 1 sol ated Psychiatryvol. 27, no. 5 (Sefct), 1986, p. 440.
psychologists, medical men, anthropologists, or psychical James William: #AProposal f
researchers. The time seems now to demand a more concerte Soci ’et v, 0o Wil I. i am James Par

organization. To this end we propose to found\arerican
Psychopathological Societgr the encouragement of research
Into the minor mental anomalies, and for the publication of
resul ts. o

University, undated, bms Am 1092.9(4414
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