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Multigenerational Transmission of Psychopathology

We are at the start of a new era of research on psychopathology, in which we will be tracing men
disorders and their earliest antecedents across multiple generations. Since World War [I, popdiased
pregnancy and birth cohorts have gradually illuminated the evolution of psychopathology over the life cour:
and have identified very early antecedents of mental disorders which later emerge in youth and adults. Yet
most none of these cohorts has systematically studied the prenatal experience and early mental develop
of both the children and grandchildren of the cohort members. Recently, this has changed: a few cohorts |
multigenerational studies in progress, and many others are planning to initiate them. At the same time, c
understanding of how genetic and contextual (societal, family, cultural) causes of psychopathology and re
ence are transmitted across generations is being transformed. This conference brings together investigator
the forefront of multigenerational studies with investigators at the forefront of related developments.
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